
FEDERAL. COMMUNICATIONS COMM ISSION 

WASHINGTON 

0111c1 o r 
fM( H A ....... September 26. 2014 

rhc I lonorublc Darrdl Issa 
('hainnan 
Committee on Oversight anc.l c im ern111c111 Reform 
U.S. I louse of Representative~ 
2157 Rt1yburn I louse Oflicc Building 
Washington. D.t' 20515 

Dear Cluurman Issa: 

On Jul) ~8. 201-1. the (,o,cmment Accountability Office (GAO) publicly released a 
repon cntitbl IC ·c Should Hn1t·11 the J::J]l!t:fl of Broudcaster Agreements on /tJ \{f!dia Policy 
Gl)(1/l. G \0-1-1 'i-\8 I he Re1><>n recommends that the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) determine" hcthcr it need, to collect additional data to understand the prevalence and 
context of broadcaster ai;rcc111cnt' bet\\Ccn tclc' 1sion stntions. The Report also recommends 1ha1 
1hc FCC c\ aluuti: ''hcthcr hn1t1lkastcr agreements affect the media policy goals or competi1ion, 
localism, llnd dl\crsit) \II~ s1afl has carefully n:v1cwed 1he Report and proposals provided 
!herein. l'lir,uunt Ill l l l l.S C Scc1ion 720. I um ~ubmitting th is sta1cmcn1 on actions the FCC 
hos taken on tlm'c rccommcndutions. 

1 he I ( ( al read) ha' 1.1h·n steps to carr) out 1hc rccommcnda1ions or 1he GAO Rcpon. 
On April 15. ::!Ol-l. 1hc It C rclc.t'>Cd u r11rther \'ot1c.- of Propmed R11/e111oki11~ thn1 s111rted lhe 
2014 Quadr,·n111JI R.:' 11:" of 111eJ1a o"ncrship rule,. The i1cm proposed defining a cntcgory of 
shoring ag.rcemcnh m1J r.:<1uiri11g 1h.:1r di-closure I h.: FCC made this proposal as a means 10 
enable n b.:uer unJcr<;landmg ul 1hc 1crms. opemuon. and prevalence of sharing ogrecmenis 
bel\\~'Cn 1dc' i'ion ,1a1iun,,. I>1-..:losurc \\Ould ;1110" lhe FCC. and the public. 10 review these 
ogrcemenls and,._.,._.,.,. t>.:ner the 1mp;1c1 of such armngemenlS on 1he FCC's rules nnd policy 
goals. 

While lh• rccorJ for th•· ::?U 14 Quudr.:nnrnl Rcv1c\\ is being developed. 1hc FCC will 
continue tu i:u11s1uc1 hm.idca~ter ugrccmenis. in uppropriate cases, in deciding whc1her approval 
of p11rticulur prop1>scd 1r,111sactw11,, will serve 1h..: public interest 

In sum mar). the FCC anJ 11s staff appreciate GAO' s analysis und rccommcnd111ions and 
hove begun lu 1111plc111c111 them ')hould you hu~c un)' questions or comments regarding this 
mailer. I \\llulJ h~ plca,,:J tu Jl\cuss them ''ith )llU 

~ 
I um Wheeler 

cc: The I lunurahk John D Ruc~cli:llcr IV 
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The Honorable I um ( ohum 
Ranking Member 
Committee on I lumdand Sc.:urit~ and Govcmmental Affairs 
United totes Scnilll' 
340 Dirk:.cn Scn;1tc Ollicc l3u1ld111g 
Woshington. 0 t .,051 O 

Dear Sen,1tor ( ohum. 

On Jul) 'M 'O 14. the (,o, emmcnt Accountabilit) Office (GAO) publicly released a 
repon en11tlcd I c c \/11111/d R"''"'" tin• Effcct' uf Brom/caster Agreeme/I/~ on Its \1edio Policy 
Goa/;, GAO-I-I · ~~!! I he Rcpon recommends that the l'ederal Communications Commission 
(FCC) dctcrm111,· "hcthcr 11 nc.:cd' to collect additional data to understand the prevalence and 
contci<t ofbruud~•"lcr at.trcemenh bc.:twccn television stations. The Repon also recommends that 
the FCC cvalmuc \1hc1hcr bm<1dcastcr agreement" affect the media policy goals of competition. 
localism. and divcr~it) M' stull hu" carefully reviewed the Repon and proposals provided 
therein. Pur~un111 10 ~I l I S C Section 720. I am ~ubmitting this statement on actions the FCC 
has taken on 1h1"c.: rcwn1111e11duuons. 

The H ( .dread) hus tal.en steps 10 carry out the recommendations of the OAO Report. 
On April 15. '.201 I the I( '( 1dcascd a Further /1'011ce of Proposed R11/emaki11g that started the 
2014 Qundrc11111al Rei 1c" ul 111cdia ownership rule~ rhc item proposed defining n category of 
shoring agreement' an<I req111nng their disclo~un:. The FCC made this proposal as o means to 
enable n better undcNand111g ul th<' tcnns. operation. and prcl'alcnce of sharing agreements 
between tclc1 isiun '>tati1111' l>isdo .. urc would allo\\ the FCC. and the public. to review these 
agreements .md ,1,scs- 1'cttcr the 11npac:t of such urrnngemcntS on the FCC's rules ond policy 
goals. 

Wh1l•· th, rc.:1•1d tor 1hc ~Of I Quadrennial Re' iC\\ 1s being developed. the FCC will 
continue to co11 .. 1,k1 1'rn,1<k."i. 1 .1gr.:cments. in appropriate cases. in deciding whether approval 
ofpamcular propt"ed tran'>.Kt1111as \\ill scr\c the public interest. 

In sun11n.1r~ , the I ( '( and Its st,10' nppreci:ue GAO·s analysis and recommendations nnd 
hove begun to 11nplcmcnt them 'lhould) ou ho' can} questions or comments regarding this 
matter. I \\ould be pka,ed tu dascu>s them with )OU. 

s;hlY,r--
rom \\.'heeler 

cc: The l lonnruhlc fohn I) Rucko:l'cllcr IV 
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Committee on I lomcland Securit) and Go\cmmentul Affairs 
United Staie:; Senate 
340 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington. 0 .( 20510 

Dear Chaim1an Curpc1 

On Jul) '.!K . .,014. ihc Cio\cnUT1cnt Accoun1ubili1y Office (GAO) publicly released a 
report entitled I ( ·c \/11111/d Rt:l'it·11• the Effect.\ of Bruaclcaster Agreement.\ on Its Media Policy 
Goal.t, GA0-14 ~'.\ll The Rcpon recommends that the F.:deral Communicatiorn. Commission 
(FCC) determine \\hcihcr 11 needs to collect addiuonal data to under..tand the prevalence and 
context of broad.:.1,1cr .1grecments between telc' 1s1on ,tat ions. The Report also recommends that 
the FCC e\aluu1c "hcth1:r broudca:.1cr agrccmcnb affect the media policy goals of competition, 
local ism. and di\ cr-.it> :--1; staff has care full) re' ie\\ed the Report and proposals provided 
therein. Pursuant tu l I ll S.C. Seciion 720. I .un submiliing this s1u1cmcnl on actions the FCC 
has taken on lhnsi: recor111m:ndu1ions. 

The FC't .1lrcml) h.i.' taken ~h:ps 10 curr; 11u1 th.: rccommcndatiorn; of the GAO Report. 
On April 15. '.!Cl 14 the I ( (' rdcas~'ll a F11rtlwr \ 1111n• oj Proposecl Ru/l!making that staned the 
2014 Quadrenmal Re' 1c" ,,r mcJi.1 o"ncrship rules The item proposed defining a category of 
shanng agn:em.:llls .111J rc<1u1ring I heir disclosure I he FCC made 1h1s proposal as a means LO 
enable a better umkrs1anJ111g ut 1hc 1cnns. opcru1iun. and prevalence of sharing agreements 
bet\veen tele' l'l<>n slal1tm' Disc Insure would ullo\v the FCC. and the public, LO review these 
agreements und assess heller Lhi: unpact of Mith arrungemenls on the FC'C's rules and policy 
goals. 

While the: rc:i:••rd Im the .,014 Quudrc11n1al Rc\IC\\ is being developed, the FCC will 
continue Lo con"Jer hro.1dc::hlcr agreements. in appropriate cas.:s. in deciding whether approval 
of particular prop.1-cJ tr .in,actions "111 serve the public interest 

In summ•n} 1h, I l C ,1nd i1s s1a1Tappreciu1e c, \O's analysb and recommendations and 
ho' e begun 10 1111plcmc111 them Should you hn\ c an) questions or comments n:garding this 
mallcr. I would he plc;N.:tl w discuss 1hcm with you. 

cc: The Honornhli: Juhn D RocJ..ctcllcr IV 
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FEOE~AL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

orrte1 o,. 
ftll( C"A lll M.a, .. ')cJltcmber 26. 2014 

The I lonor.ibk I lijah Cumming' 
Ranking Memh.:r 
Committee tm <hcrsight and (10,crnrncnt Rcfonn 
U.S. I louse ol l<cprcscniauvcs 
2 157 Rayburn I louse: Ontcc Building 
Wnshington. D t 20'\ I 'i 

Dear Congrcs,man ( ununmg' 

On Jul) '8 'Ol.t thc < •<"cmmcnt Accoumabilit) Office (GAO> publicly released a 
report cntttkJ I< ., \lto111c/ Rn1,·11 1'1,· f./f•Xf\ of /Jmmlcaster Agrr!ement.f on IH \fedia Policy 
Goo/1 (J,\0-1.t 5,l\ l he Kcf">rl recommends that the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) deh:m1111c "h..:thcr it nccJ, 10 collect 11dd111onal data to understand the prevalence and 
context of bmadca:.tcr agrecmcnh bcmccn tclc~ is1on stations. The Report also n.-commends that 
the FCC c' alu;1h: "hcthcr bru.1Jcibtcr agreement~ alTcct the media policy goals of competition, 
localism. nnJ d1,crstl) M) st;1l l has cnrcfully reviewed the Report and proposals provided 
therein. Pursunnt In <I 11.S < 'kction 720, I um submitting this statement 011 actions the FCC 
has token on tho-.c 1cco1111m:mla1iuns. 

1111: H ( ahc.1J) Ila' t:1f..cn sicp' to curry uul the rccommendntions of the GAO Report. 
On April 15. 201-t. 1hc f('(. rdca!tl.'d t1 h1rtltc1 ,\011n 11/ Prop<i~ed R11/e111ak.1111{ thut started the 
2014 QuaJ1em11.il Re' re·" ol 1m:Ji,11.mncrsh1p rule' I he item proposed defining a cntegory of 
sharing agr.:.:mc11h .inJ rcqumng lhl!ir Ji-.clusurc. I he FCC made thb proposal as a means to 
enable a belier unJcN.mding ••I the tenn,, opcrnllon . .tlld pre~alcncc of shanng agreements 
bet\\ccn tek' '''"" 't.tt1<•n:.. l>1xl11surc \\t1uld allo" th.: FCC. and the public. to review these 
agrccmcnti. .mJ t<• a'~'' bclh:r the impact UI such arrnngcment:. On the l'CC's rules and policy 
goals. 

While the rccnrd for the )(114 Qum.lrcnnml Rcv11:" is being developed. the l'CC will 
continue 10 co11,1Jcr hro.tdea,Lcr ugr.:cmcnts. in appropriate cases. in deciding whether approval 
ofpnrticulnr pl'<IJlH\Ct.l trn11sac1i111i- will serve the puhlic interest. 

In su111111.1r). 111~ re'(' .111d its smff appreciate G \O's analysis and recommendations and 
have hegun tu irnpl<'ment them <;houlJ )oU IM\C .in) questions or commen1s regarding this 
matter. I \\<lllld he rlc.1si.:d lo J1-.cuss them \\ith )OU 

b-
l t1m \\'heeler 

cc: rtu: I lo1101.1bk John D Rucf..ctdlcr IV 


